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ALL- IRELAND SF SHORT STORY CONTESY

A8 was announced in ths flier enclosed with the last Mewslatter, an All-Iree
land SF Short Story Contest has been started. Some important detailg of the c¢on-
test are now availadle.

Stories (tyved, if at all poscidble) should be sent to the Secretary, Srian
Redmend, 14 Granville Road, Blackrock, Co. Dublin, A1) stories will bs vetied by
a speclal subcommittee of non-participating ISFA zembers and nom-mezters, who are
willicg to help out, Letters have already teen sent to some peoble who might be
adble to help, askirng if they would ir fact be willing to ssrve, But if ycu do not
intend to participate, and would like to be corsidered for the post of vetter on
tas subcommittee (6 will be salected by the Comzittec), please send your nexme to
Brian Hedmond hefors 29 October,

The vetting subcomaittee will adopt rules of its own choosing ana ssiect the
ive stories to be sent to the ISFA Patron/Judges for fins)l consideration after
tha 1 February deadlipe, Brian Rednond shall serve as tre Chairman of the Subcea-
mittew, but vote only ir the svent of & deadlock, lie shall also maxe krown to tho

subcoznittee the varioua conasiraints upder waichh the coniest ic to be ruxzn,

As a quick remindar, the storlies whiuld not excacd 20,000 words; a maxliamum
of thrae stories may be entered by each verson {(includirg co-authored stories);
otories should not contain any obvious identilying marks as to author (i.e., uce
a pseudonym Or your phone numoar); oniy one prize for a short story =ay T2 ¥0n by
any on2 person, The prizes are as follows:

1st prize:  £25.C0
2nd prize: £135.00
3d rrize: ELO,00

Subsidiary parts of tae contest ere as fcllows: the npa=e of the award has
not baen chosen --- the ¢losing date for sugsestiens is also 1 Feodruary: Joan
darrison has agreed to act as the judge in this rart of the cortest, so vetters
may contritute to this pert of the contest., The ¥inaing naze will win & free mem-
bership for its submitter, A similar prize will be zawarded cul of a lottery con-

sisting of the razmes ol sach contributor to the Short Story Contest itsell,
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+++ Sunday, 29 October: o
rrd 4+

+++ Our guest for this evening ¥ill te author and ISFA patron James White, He +++
+++ hes agreed to give us a repeat of the speech he gave as the Guest c©f Hon- +++
,+++ our at Faircon '78& in Glasgow, called The Secret Eistory of Sector Genher- +++
+++ @), This avetipg will ctart at the usual tize of 7:30, &t the Parliazent +++
+++ Inn on Farliazent Street, Dublinm 2, Meetins Coordinator: Moira Harrissn, ++¢+

44 ++4
+++ Sunday, 26 Noveaber: e
+5+ + ¢+

+++ Our guest for this evening witl be author and ISFA patron Zarry Harrisop., +++
+++ While hs hasnt't told us what the topic hels goirg to discuss is yst, we i
+++ are sure that it will be as intsreatiung as always, The xzecting time and e
+++ location will be as above, Meetins coordinator: John Mclarthy, ey
4 R 2 23
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Xeoa2nt ieelings

loth ta re August and S&htember . zestings were held as scheduled io the Parle

gt Inn, Ia= feature of the Ausust zeeting was tha long-awaited poster contest

wXic: mas anrounced irn the April Newsletter. Unfortunately, only twe posters were

entered, one by Sean Moraghan, and the other bty Rita Maechan, Since neither of the

®oric su:ceedad in attracting new members during the alloted time span, thelr

worx was judged by those yressnt solely on artistic =Zerit, The'vote was, in fact,

split 7 each; 1n addition, on the motion of David Lass, a vbode was taken to sce if

some veople liked both works eaqually well, This motion received oaly % votes, 890

it is falr to say thal while both lost, each won., Rita ard Sean were both awarded

copies of the new vaperbsck conmpilation of the three Stainless Stsel) Rat series,
The September mseting was the autuma dbook auction, The amount of books availe

able was relatively high, but the take was unusually low: only £18.65 was received.

devertioliesns, a good many vooks changad hands, We will, of course, have another

aucticn in the spring,
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News of Note

COMMITIES CHANGE

The Comrittee would lika to announce that they have roceived a loetler of re-
signztion fror long-standing member Faddy O'Cornell, Paddy has served in the dual
role of Secretary and Treasursr for over twe years, H2 has been of immsnse help
in gpreading the word about 3F in Irsland, such as in his rumnning of the booth the
ISFA ren at the Science and Techknology Exhibitior at the RDS last loverber, He has
alee served as a stweard at both the #orid Science Fiction Writers'! Conventiorns.
It is indeed & loss te the ISFA that personsl afrfaire have made kixm unable to con=-
tinve his fine work on our behalf,

As 2 nuzmerical rerlacemert, the Committee have coopted loira Harrison to the
Comniitee; however, Brian Redmond has assumsd the oifices of Secretary and fraa-
surer to go along with hils role of Osmbudsnen,

& =lightly new precsedure at ISFA monthly mestings has also beer initiated, In
the future, one Committee member will serve as the mesting coordirator, i.e. will
oan the signein dsslc, annource the gpeaker or act or whatever, answer questicns,
and so oh, so that the other Committee menmbers can rslex and enjoy the zmeetings
themcelves., The meseting cocrdiaators for Octobsr and November are mentioned on
vage 1.

In view cf the replacemert of the Treasurer, & financial statenment is now
presented:

ITa JALUE OF TRANS~ BALANCE
ACTION
income and Assets:
Carriecd foward £ 42,3 £ 42,31
Membershiovs (43 x £5,00, 2 x £2,50) 226,60 262. 31
Book Auction of 24 Septeabar 18.65 230.96
Expenses:
October Journal (te date) 5.00 275,36
Capital Equipment (Stapler, paver, etc,) 19.00 256.96
Newsletters, mailings, envelopes alrsady
usad (incl, lost July =mailing) 16.45 24¢,51
LUnused enveloves, stamps, etc, 3.55 236,98
writers' Workshop 10,00 226,36
kardvark House (1977-1978 o date) 22,45 204.51

KET BALANCE: £204,5L
DUN LAOGHAIRE EAPPENINGS

During the week after the 2nd World Scienc¢s Fiction wWriters! Conference in
Dun Laoghaire, saveral ISFA menbars manned a booth in the Dun Lacghaire Shopping
Canter, where the Youth Conmittee of the Dun Laoghalre Festival wae holding an
3F exnibition. Several posters were in evidence, aleng with & supply of our ubl-
quitous Starsatas and membership applications; also were shown many of the pop-
wlar boous which ars on our ISFA Booklist. Befors the various celebrities at the
sorference left Ireland, seversl of them caxe up to visit and sign aulagrapins,
Jver the week at the booth, ISFA members talked to or were watched with iAnterest
Yy avar LLLO geep’a. Yhe meabers wiic bolped out included Rita Meehan, Brendan
yder, Cricstar Irew, and Arthar O'Duffly,
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Interview with TED STURGEON
(Thia 15 the first in what it is boped will be series of transcripts of the inter-
views held at the 2nd World Science Fiction Writers Cecnvention in Dun Laoghaire in

June. The interviews wero all held by members of an ISFA sub-~commitiee. This inter-
view was held by Fred wWoods; it was transcribted by Brexian Ryder,)

A:

{Continued next pmge) - 2

Are you currently working on anything?

I am currently working on a great many things. Always and perenizlly I as work-
ing on =y mainstream novels, I have just finished a novel for liove, a magazine
put out in Penthouse in a =illion~dollsr advertising campalgn. I've sean the
dunmies of the magazine and it's beautiful, Thick and glossy, the most besut-
ifu}l artwork and colour sepsration you have ever ssen, It'll be a science-%to-
science fiction magazine, They have Penthouse distridbution outlets and it's
really going to be something great,

Would we be able to get it in this country?
Ponthouse iz baunned in Ireland?
Unfortunately,

I dorn't want to throw any criticism on my kost country but that kird of cen-
sorship is completely and utterly self-dsfeating, I will say to you at this mo~
ment: don't thinkx of a white horse. A1l right; what pops into your mind? A

white horse! And so the more You ban the stuff, the more fagcinating it becomes
and the more giggling behind the barn youtll get: I saw Susiets underwear, If
this stuff is out orn the stands, you take a1l the voltage off it and you take
all the profit out of it, It stabilizes to a managable level, This has happened
in the States, end there's all sorts of stuff available and it has its day and
goes, This neans that thore'’s no more behind the barn: I saw Susietz underrvear.
Sexuality is an interesting phenomenonr in humen deings and is kept under false
guard by the advertising people tecauss it does rot sell goods, They have to
keep the curtain up a little and let you see uader it; but the nuds btody doesnit
sell goods. The healthiest attitude 1z one of complete openness; living a=d le-
arning and getting on with onet's life, Children aren!t irterested ia sex, I know
es I have raised seven kids and none of my kids kave ever had probleas, sexual
or otherwise, Two are grown up and happily merried; the others are going to col-
lege, are not shockable, and are not preoccupied with sex, Little children, six
and saven Year olds, when they see & book or = marazine of that type, they may
glance at it but they arse quickly going to put it down and do something more
positive. UNLESS you ferbid it, If you forbid it,..0h, man, yount*ve got prodlens.

What about drugs?

That and drugs, There ain’t no place in high school in the world vhere a child
can't get them. I refusa to have drugs in zy kouse but I don't care what sort
of reading matter or art they look at. So that!s =y whole opinion of that at-
titude,

Actually, a lot of your books, marrow minded people may consider them sexual on
the surface, but I see them beilng basically about relationships, Itve teen re-~

ading your things, and rereading them, ever simce you started writing them. Sex
comes into 1t as &an aspect of how one human being relatses to another,

Thatts beon axactly my ailm,
I am s0 gorry you stopped writing for so long,

Actually, I haven't dried up completely, Itve been doing an imaense number of
book reviews and introductions, 4ind you, the output is very smsil, In twenty
years I produced only about 150 titles. Thatt!s everything -— novels, plays,
scripts all add up %o about 150 titles, One writer who has been writing 10 ye-
ars less than I have is now into his thousnadth, I have ceased to worry sbout
that, I omasn, I did at one time slmost to the point of sulcide. But I learned
that the difference betweer now and when I started is profound., Which meant
that the work had not stopved, it was Just that the pages had stopped cozming
and so that I know when I staert writing the stuff, itt's good,

~
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celationships between people, wheither thoy are human or not?

T U
At G 1 sciense fiction has to be good fiction, Good fiction has to be people, it

¢ =25t be ldeas, Goocd fiction 1s about the interaction of people and places,
ar -~ people and people, To.get back to the question of sexunality in =y books, I
do.'t belleve you csn find one explicit scene 2nd in forty yesrs I donft think
1 used one four~letier word, I have, on the other hand, very profoundly attacked
certain thipgs. I have written twc stories, 14 or 15 yeare ago —-« they were bo-
t blcckbusters --- and they had to do with homomexualitly. It was the first time
such a thing had been mentioned in SF at all, irnd five years ago I wrote a very
l1sns novel with a magnificent title, It was such a magnificent title that it

(Continued pext paze)
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/HEY, DAVE, WHAT'S IT LIKE .

SITTING ON TOP OF A ROCKET? }

\ DO YOU HAVE APPREHZNSIONS? /
/

=

R = SO

OF COURSE NOT, You SIT

CUT TRERE, ON TOP OF 4

265 TT ROCXST, WEIGHING
FIVE MILLION POUNDS, AND
YOU DON'T WORRY AT ALL,
BECAUSE YOU REALISE IT

WAS ALL BUILT BY THE /
LOWEST BIDDER, 5

Star Quote:

DAVID SCOTT, Commander
of Apollo 15




didn't ncod 8 etory to go with it, and as a matter of fact, there wore two
huge publishers who wanted to buy it on the strength o the title mlone. It
was called If All Men Were Brothers Weuld You Let One Marry Your Sister? All
rigkt, In theese two otories, apparently about horzosexusnlity and another about
incest, theee were really about idsas which peosle refuse to confront, utter-
ly and coopletely refuse to ccnfrent, I was not writing acout homosexuality
and incest, I was attackinz the refusal of pecple to confront real things,
real espects in hwranity's 1ife, and I a=z very pleased to have done thia, to
make people realise that they are there, I don't kunow what®s happening in the
Test of the world about homosexuality, or what we call “gay rightst geaerally,
but it's becoming recpgnised and respoctadble vory fast and the same thing hap~
pens --- once you take the 1id off, the pressurgis off. I mean, it doesn!t
aatter in the States rhether you're white or black, Christian or Protestant,
Republican or Domocrat, and now it doesntt matter wvhether you're gay or not
und nox pecple can go about their businesses wlthout sniggering, or wondsring,
or exerocising thelir prejudiceas, and so on. -

Just to say scmething about that: we do have a Gay Rights movemert in Ireland
acd wher it first caze out there were letters to the newspapers, both pro and
cen, But that's slowing down now, Poople just know it!s thers and thatls it,

It's been around & long time, you know, Longer than man, because we're not
the only species to practice it, because every species irn the animal kingdom
goes through & situation like that aad there are animals that remair howosex~
usl all their lives, Maybe it's nature!s way of keeping down the population
while relsasing the idems of love and passion and physical activities, too,

I must say, I'vs never looked at it that way.

Yead? I don't know why we asaume that God zade what we consider good and the
Devil made what we consider bad, I have o feeling that God made it all and
probadly for a gocd reason. As far as incest is concerred, vesoplefs immediate
reaction 18 one of total condemnation. Ite ot calling myself an expert but
let us find out about this very proZound trait in human beings., The very
first thing thnet people say is that it produces children with defects, which
iz e terrible gereralisation, Many couples produca perfectly normal children

. and the more you research into it, the aore you sec this. Tor example, three

thousand years ago, a brother and sister produced no less then fourteen child-
ron with no defects, Further, where do you think we got our extras at pork
chops, our gralnhouses, our racecourses? It's caused by continuing inbresding
and weeding until a recessive gene shows up, Then you get two headed cats or
something and you gtop it, But svery species on earth refinss itoself that way.
Thore ie no other way, Nobody knows why. Itt!'s fascinating.

Did you find that in becoming o writer you reviewsd other peoplels SF?

By all meons, I had a column in the New York Times and aunother in Galaxy and
I was doing spot reviews in the Los Angeles Times snd a number of other
papers,

Do you have any advice for prospective authors?

Yes, Read, Read and read and read, Read until you find ouit what it is that
you llke and then rsad that until it comss out of your ears. Read until you
become convinced that you can write a better story than any of them you have
read, Write that story, and then I have goms other advice, #rite one atory a
weekk for a yaar. Then you must bave some good storiss, It is impossible for
sonaons to produce fifty two bad stories in a row, You should have two good
ones at least, And any writer who producas two masterpisces in a year is
doing 81l right, Something else. On Rew Year's Zve, you write 500 words and
you continue that esch day. On 30 Juns you will have a novel, 60,000 words,
If you write that amount again each day, on the following New Year!s Eve,
ysu will have another novel, If you get an advance of 2,000 per book, Yyom
%111 have made enough to live on and have two books in print. If you do that
for five years you will have ten dbooks in priat and your royaities will bs
enough to keep you going, Of course, you kave to ssll what you write, How do
you do that? Stories, like letters, are not simple, I nave a story I have not
yet written called YA Lettor To Joe", You start:

S



"Dear Joe, end how are the kids?' and so on.
Now you have to seloct Joe very, vsry carefully, Now I want to write a story
about someone running & dbusiness. I could write a story that would be fascin-
ating but the percontage of peoople wanting to read about business is very
s2all, What are people most intoreated in? love, l9cs, grief, happiness, lono~
1iness, loneliness above 211, People like stories like stories about loneli-
ness becauge evaryone is an expert on that one and you're right down his al-
ley. So you write a story about loneliness. Now Joe sits across the tadle
from you, the selection ¢f Joe iz very iumportant, He mustn't be arn optics wi-
zard or a collector of pheasant feathers, he's got to be everymsn, In your
inagination, he sits across the desk and he's listening attentively to every
word you writs, So he's someone you know, You create a situation with hix in
i1¢. Three thousand words along, be's rolling w#ith laughter, six thousand and
het's fast asleep. So you rip up the last few thousand words and writs them
again, Three tinmes, thirty times, three hundred times, Keep at it, He's the
best audience you!ll ever have, So what you do is keep one eye on him and
constantly watch his reaction and write to him, Does he smile, does ne laugh,
does he =it back wondering, puzzled? You're golng to give him the aunswer any-
how, But 1f youtve the sense of writing to him, of his presence, you cannot
fall to be successful, But the solution of Joe is important, He's got to be
one of those wide-angled people, able to do the things you want him to do,
Extra good: love, loss, grlef, anger, lonelinese, Reach him with those things,
And at the same time, teach him things he didn't know before, Read, read ev-
arything because otherwise you wen't be able to, One of the great losses is
that of being unable to read, Co up to the Encyclopedia Britannica, Cpen it
anywbere, You should do that all the tizme and yout!ll be surprised how =zuch
will stick to you. Read the labels on soup cans. Read everything, Except may-
be chemleals, I've often wondered mbout those. Asbestos, etc, I have a trade-
mavk, You may have noticzed it, Itt's a Q with an arrow tbhrough i%. It nmeans
“agk the pnext questlion™, It can get you into somze awkward places, though. For
instance, atout incest, That question just wontt come, no matter how long You
wait, Let me tell you the basic truth: everythirg is wmoving, The Earth, moon,
sun, stars, Only the human being wants it to etop.

FINISH
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Book Reviews

EDITOR'S NOTE --~ Some mexbers have been wondering what our editorial volicy is
about reviews, This is it; wse review books that are sent to us by publishers es
review copies; these tooks are then put into the library., We &lso would like to
print reviews about other books. If you have a book you particularly enjoy, and
would like to share that enjoyment with other ISFA members, just send in a re-
view.

Draconsong by Anne McCaffrey (London; Corgi, 1978, 176 pages.)

Hugo and Nebula Award winner McCaffrey produces here pot only the tohird
of the Dragounseries, but a dook which is very readable end different, It is
different because it 1s one of those few books whersin all tha action takas
place on a planet's surface or in its atwosphere, with the geogrephical detail
ons noraslly attributes to this planet, and whers the protagonist is female., It
is an unusual story adbout the afterzaths of the colonisation of the planst Pera,
It is definately & feminine book, where the femalomems of action and description
is seon agoin and srain., Perbaps the femaleness of the writer is best noticed
not in the broadness of the adventure but in the minute descriptions of persons,
places, and events, This tends to slow the action,

The story 1is well conceived and nicely written, It Bho¥5_a lot of imagin-
ation for detailed introspsction. The feminity of the principle character shows

a aide of SF which is only mow beginning to murface. For a differsnt type of
zuthorghip, recad this book.

Reviewed by M, McCann
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HEWS UF NOTE (Continuad)
PLANNING FCR THE DECEMBER MEETING

In a break froz our usual last-jundev~of-the-month-tradition, the December
meeting is to be held on 10 Dacember, It is unlikely tanat the Dececbsr-Jjanuary
Newsletter will be out in tize for the firat meeting, so the main announcenment
will be madzs here, We are scheduled to put cr (in a very rough for) a play, &
version of Ray Bradbury's "The Veldtn, Script memorisation will not be used; rai-
her, the characters will be supplied with coples of the script, so they can conw
centrate on putting oa an enjoyable &néd stress-free show., Volunteers axrs needsd
to £311 out the cast: ws need one father, one nother, two adolescents (one of
each), and a frised cf the fazily, If you are interested, pleass let the zeeting
coordinator for Decexmber {Johrn Mahon) keoow as goon Bs possible, A minimum of re-

hersals and costumes will be used.
ADDITIONS TO THE LIBRARY

Please add the following to your Library Bocklista; these are naw booksa do-
nated bty Liam Farrell, Jacob Struten, Sean Yoraghan, Frauk Rochs, and M. J, McCann,

ASTMOV (lgasms)

BAILARD (J. G.)
BERLTYZ (Charles)
BRADLEY (Marion zZimmer}

BRUNNER (John)
CLARKE (&A. C.}
DICKSOH (CGordon R.)
ELLISCN {Harlan)

FARMER (P, J,)
HIRSERT (Frank)
KILW¥WORTH (Gary)
LEZ (Tanith)

LeQUIN (Ursula)
MODORCOCK (Michael)

PCHL (F.)

McCAFFREY {Anne)
REYROLDS (Mack)
ROBERTS (Keith)
SILVEREBERC (Robert)
SDiAK (Ciirffoxd)
SHITH (E.B. "Doc"}
VanV02T (A, &,)
VIAN (Boris)

WHITE {Jsrmes)

Blcentennial Man

Low Flying Aircraft

Mystery of Atlantis

The Shattered Chain

Star of Danger

Sauarss of the City

Repor: on Plenet Three

The Alien Way

Again Dangerous Visions Book 1

Lgain Dangerous Vielons Bcolk 2

Tizmaston

The Book of Frank Herbert

In Solitary

Drinking Sapphira wWine

Don't Bite the sun

Tne Wwird's Twelve Guarters Vol 2

“nd of All Somsgs

Adventurse of Uaa Psresson

Catnerice Corraliuas in the 20tk Cen-
tury

Man Plus

prunkardts wWalk

Dragonsong

Comx=une 2000 4,D,

The Graln Kings

The World Inside

So Bright the Visions

The Bloodstar Conspiracy

Planets for Sale

Froth on the Daydream

Tomoryrow is Too Far
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BCOK REVIEWS (Continued)

The %orld Ipsides by Robert Silververg (Loundon; Pantker, 75 p. + VAT)

I must say for starters that l'm very
this is not his best book, Itls a study of
prime belief of this socisty 1s the mystic

much 8 Silverbod fan. And then say that
a soclety in the 24th Jentury, Thae
importance of procreaticn, The popula-

tior of Earth iz approaching 100 billlon, and growing rapidly. Living space for
thess is provided in 1000 story apartment buildings called “Urban Monads", Iach
of these has a population of up te a wmillior milliion, tightly packed inte studics

no larger tkhern an ordinary kitchen.

Silverberg examines the effect of such a society on its members, It is ob-
vioua that acy society has disruptive forces which would have to be ruthlessly
sliminated, After two centuries this swems to khave besen totsally achleved, and

(continuved next paga)



ine the tharacters, & nistorian, thinks that this i= a9 much dus to physical
inby: . .1ng a8 te psyckological countrel,

‘perficially the hock is atoult the life and friends/acquaintances of one
:lerr °d Kluver, a young man climbing rapidly to the top ir the administration of
aip Utzod, It shows how thece people, far from being content with their lot, seok
to 2l .eviate their misery by all mamner of drugs, by nusic, by sex, and even by
ogyct _atric surzery,

-ne vook 1le well coastructed, ard I found it very easy to read, Silverbergls
abilitx to create real people is undimirished, and the plot never flags, While the
book is not in the same class as A Tize of uhanres, Nightwings, or Dyiag Inside,
it c¢nn casily take 1ts place with the many good (as opposed to great) books Writ-
ten bty thet supreme craftsran —-- Robert Silverberg.

Reviewed by Eoin dairead
Pilansts for Sale by 4. 5. VanVOGT (London; Panther Books, 1978; 191 pagee)

This is the 25ta book from the Vanvogt steble and is good solid SF of the
Space Patrol/Mystery-toete~solved type, It is written with one E, Mayne Hull and
ag a story it nangs well together, cconcerning a maiden in distress on her way to
the ridge stars, In her distress sto meets up with the right people whose business
is the buying and s£elling of everything trhat moves, hence the name of the novel.

The book is one that snould be read to get an insight into VarVogt's style
walch ig fluid and polished., The story stays within the parameters set out in the
injtial stages, and consequently no "deus ex nachina" requirements are needed to
=ring events to the kanpiest of corclusiors, A good SF adventure from a szooth
3F pen, Recomzendatle reading.

Reviewed by M.J, McCann

A RE:L¥ TO Mr, ACIN BAIRzZAutS REVIEW OF P, X. DICK'S UBIK (Newsletutar L8A)by
Jed., STRUBEN

Itts Bair-gplitting tize again, folks, Now I Jjust happensd to read Dizkisg
+pik for the Iirst time ekortly after (or was it shortly before?) I read ths men-
cioned review. There cres two points I would like to comzent upon.

First c¢f all, sand this has —ore to do with Dick's entire production (of which
i've read guite 2 lot, the notabls exceptiorns being Confessions of a Crap artist &

Scannnr Darkly) than witik Ublk specifically, I think that Dick's wors is not pri-

2ariiy about reality at all, and certainly u=ot especially about time., When he is
pecifically writing artout reality, he is az often as not about space as well as
Sims, precisely tecause these two gogetnnr tas assence of obgervadle reality, in
zqual proportions of daportance, it tizes, they are Lndistianguishadble (ac in the
c-celled time~sllps in Ubll, whi:h are really time/space slivs, or in tke Run-
-iter =manifestations in the came novel),

But havingz sald that, il must be added that we snouldn't forget thnat Dick pri-

arily writes adout humar bteings who find thewselves in difficult situations, and

strive to survive, Some Zive ip or fall because of ar outside reason, but meost suc-

ceed. The protagonist, wher there i: a clear protagonist (such as Joe Chip in Ubik)
qlvays survives, even if ha'se dead lice, arain, Joe Caip,

The sezcond voint I would 1ike to take up is that of the novelis cloppiness"
and weak ending. I dcr't see why the use of various ideas or taemes should necess-~
arlly lead to a slopry boow, aund I'z not ewtizrely convinced that this ons is slop-
¥, The four basic themes outlined by ¥r, Bairead in his review (to waich I could
2dd ‘'entropy" acd "ecopomics' make Ubik much more interestinz and complicated (but
2ot overw-cozpiicated) thun a one-theme Ubik would have baen, What went wrong 1is

hig: Ybik is too short! To satisfactorily explore zll those six or sevesn najor
hexes (or ideas, if you prefer !‘r, Bairead's terminology), the novel should have
ser at least double, and probvably triple its preseat length.

I caxz well imagine Dick pounding alon®, and suddenly realising thet he was
riting a 6CC page novel. I don't know whether he thought he could never ssll a
00 page Ubik (this wsg in 1963), or whether he felt that ancther 400 pages would
111 him off {a real demger in view of his use of stimulating drugs when writing);

ut whatever the reason, he =ust have declded to cut the novel short thea and there,

sncp the undenladbly weak ending, and herce aleo the impression that the ncvel as
t starde (a2nd that iz the only way we can judge it) is vsloppyn,

Uoix is not "an eppalling bag of worms'", but rataer a novel of great., but
ofulTIITed potential,
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